
Kinship Care 

Relatives and non-relative extended family members (example: coach, babysitter, neighbor or 
friend) are considered first if a child must be placed outside of the parents' home. These people 
are carefully screened through an extensive home evaluation and site inspection. Each adult 
residing or working in the home must pass a criminal record check before the child is placed 
into their home. 

Relatives and non-relative extended family members (NREFM) are offered training to help them 
meet the special needs of the children and to understand the Children Welfare Services 
requirements and expectations. Tehama County reimburses the relative or non-relative 
extended family member for the cost of care. (The amount is determined case by case.) The 
home is reassessed on a yearly basis. 

If you know of a child in care, and are interested in becoming a Kinship Care Provider, contact 
Child Welfare Services Placement Support Team at (530) 527-1911 or CPSPSTeam@tcdss.org 
for more information, or to request an application packet. 

All forms must be submitted to qualify for this program. Each form must be filled out by you, 
the applicant, and returned to the address below. 

Mail packet to: 
Tehama County Department of Social Services, Child Welfare Services Placement Support Team 
PO Box 1515 
Red Bluff, CA 96080 

 
Frequently Asked Questions 

What needs to happen before a child can come home with me? 

When a child is removed from the primary caregiver’s home, a Team Decision Making meeting 
(TDM) is held, usually in the first 24 hours. This process is part of the Family to Family model 
and brings all persons involved with the family together to make the placement decision that is 
in the best interest of the child. Before a child can be placed in your care, you need to ensure 
you have turned in the kinship packet, your fingerprint results have been returned, and your 
background has been cleared.  

Can I visit or see the child? 

The agency's first priority is to the child and the bond that he or she has with her parents, 
therefore, priority for visitation is given to the parents. However, we do understand that you 
have a special relationship with the child, and we will do our best to make sure that your 
relationship is maintained. 
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What happens at the first court hearing? 

The first hearing is called the Detention Hearing. It tells the Judge and parents why the child 
was removed from the parents. The parent has a chance to ask questions and to be given an 
attorney. The Judge tells the parents their legal rights. 

What happens after the Detention Hearing? 

The next hearing is the Jurisdictional/Dispositional Hearing. At the Jurisdictional Hearing, the 
court decides if some or all of the concerns about the parents are true. At the Dispositional 
Hearing, the Judge decides if the child should be returned home, or stays in foster care. If the 
court decides the child needs to be protected, the child is made a dependent of the court. The 
parents are then ordered to do several things in order to get their child back. These things are 
written in a case plan. 

What do the parents have to do to get their child back? 

The parents will have to complete their court ordered case plan. The case plan is a list of things 
the parents have to do to get their child back. It is put together by the social worker and the 
parents, and includes things that will help the parents keep their child safe. Things like 
parenting classes, drug or alcohol treatment, mental health treatment, or anger management 
classes may be part of the case plan. The goal of the case plan is to provide the services that will 
help the parents get their child back safely as soon as possible. 

What other court hearings can I expect? 
There will be court hearings no less than once every six months. The social worker will write a 
report telling the court how the child and the parents are doing. You will also fill out a form 
telling the court how the child is doing. This keeps the Judge updated on both the progress of 
the parents, and the child. 

Why am I asked if I can permanently care for the child, even when the parents are doing 
everything the court has ordered? 
The social worker must follow the rules of Concurrent Planning. This means that while the 
parents are doing what their case plan says, the social worker has to plan for a permanent place 
for the child to live if the parents stop working on their case plan.  

Can I go to court? Do I have to go to court? Does the child have to go to court? 

You can go to the court hearings, but you do not have to. The Judge will ask you to identify 
yourself if you are in the courtroom. The courtroom is not open to the general public. Do not 
bring friends or other relatives to court without talking to the social worker first. There can be a 
long wait for your case to be called. You will have to wait in the hallway with the other people 
waiting for their case to be heard. In the court room there will be a Judge, at least three 
attorneys, and other court workers. Sometimes the social worker is in court, and sometimes 



they are not. The parents may, or may not be in court. The child can go to court also. If the child 
wants to go, talk about it with the social worker. 

Judges and social workers use words, sentences and acronyms that are hard to understand. Any 
time you do not understand something, ask the social worker to explain it to you. The 
Placement Support Team can also help you understand confusing words or statements. 
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